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Pay dwell 
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For r you tne. 
Vith ſprighfly Joy 
For Praragh' 8 ouch 

or Pharaab's. 
The fair Egypt meſes ns his 1 
And fill d with ſacred 2 bis 2 5 
8 Anker, melted gym 8 

n buman figures truthy q Ke Fe 
While Lebanan's bla Ka. 25 ag car, a 
n banks to hear; 
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fallow 

| n tbe flatt ring world LY then 
And to x narrow cave ber charms confin'd. | 
In Herod's'wanton court admir' d ſlie ſhone, - 11” 
And all the tempting pathg-vf woe had known ; 
To hers, the beauties of the: Hebrew race, 
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A thouſand youthful hearts her pow'r bey as, 


And homage to ber ſoſt dominion paid. 50 


But this in nature's gayeſt * . i , 


A penitent ſhe gloriouſiy retir l 
Her coſtly ornaments ate laid aide, 1 
With all the vain addreſb of female pride: N 


Hier hair neglectecd, der her boſom n. d 


And Charms ee the reach of att — ; 0 
A mourning ſhe wore; a penſtee grace, * 
And ſoft remorſe ſat᷑ on ter'Tovely tee; 

A vaulted rock for her retreat ſhe choſe, - 
Among the clifts a murm'ring fountain = 


In ſolemn order, meaſur'd out her | 
To theav'n her vo with: early ardour 9 1 
Before the fun his morning ·glories 


Her contemplation,” pray'r, and wy gol 
ays : 


| Whey from tis height de pour'd "Gown ole 


ſtreams, 
Her wing'd ee his noon-day beams ; 
Til in the weſt with fainter light he one, 
. Untir'd the heav'nly votary went 607+ © + | 
The moon ſerene in midnight- -fplendor fat, - ef 5-1 
With countleſs ſtars attending on her ſtate; : 
The cares mol bufineſs of the dag. 
In reft, and foothipg dream#;' diffolv'd OT 
The drowſy waters crept along theſhore, | 
And ſhephierds'pin'd upon the hans no more; 
The trees their whiſpers eas d, the OY 
No longer danc*d'ulong'the dewy'vale; | 

The peaceful echoes, undiſturd'd with ſound; | 
Lay Bamb ag in the eavern'd hills around: 
Faction, Arid care, and midnight riot fept 
But un the lovely kaut her holy vigil ee 

If von ddt but And web ge pete enn 
tion as this, it would be to 
For my part, I ſhall' never 
_ ſcurity it ſhall not be 7 faclt, if the 
. inſtructed by my ——_ to be 
verily believe we” have th —— 
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cereſte in v though are ſo different in our 

1 — N but, It — in x ind " 
3 os ST a philoſ SE ng: 
F; 2 fame cauſe has often had —— te effeR on 
* — palſtions 1 but. in 5. of this 1 con- 
SY on, pau might -A Wan * are 1 | 
td, ſhall an 
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"YR 7 Luce, in anſwer to the freping jitter" = 


* you have hears of my brother's death, ou can 
be no ſtranger to the exe of my ©; Hh 

poem yon ſent eame very ſeaſonably. In the Fair 

* Penitent I found: à plan of-life ſuited to my melan- 
. WH choly temper. which has found mote. relief. by a - | 

7 ſort of viſionary conſalation, than from all:the ef- | 
farts of reaſon. You: bave often bought fit to di- 4 
vert me with your feeping as well as waking: reve- 
ries; anc 1 know 1 cannot. oblige you more than by 5 
relati ng this uncommon dream. „ | 
| 


22 | Whether i man the — of fancy, cs. 
oy” ther the e was diſpaſed by an ang cannot 
= determine. But as I was ſiting in a ſummer: houſe,” 
uv uſual retreat in an afternoon, reading Milton” s = 

"val 5 Lycidas, a 2 — my eyes, 

. and funk my: forrows e pleaſing ubliv ibn. 

3 found myſelf in a place gay as the poet's de- 
ite ſcription af che Cyprian graves. Beheath an invi-  — | 
. {ins ſhade 1 reſted on a bank of violets, and. with- | ; 
not 


, out ſurpriſe, ſaw. my brother in a glittering habit, 1 
* and beautiful beyond the se of men, appopacking: 3} 
Err 


. 
1 


5 
, ; 
N # 
, 0 
1 
' "LN 
' 
"i a 
| 
1 
1 
"1 
if — 
4 
z 
[ 
1 
: : 1 
* 
p 
* 
. 


—— —_—— © 


i 
5 
5 
4 
0 
. 
' 
| 
1 
F 


— -- 


—2 —— — 


— . ——— ¶ . , er 
a 4 - 
. ; 
0 F 
' 
* 
5 * i 
of * 


— 


— 


—ͤ —ũ—6—— —6ꝝ2ꝛ—— ——— E'œ —— — EEE mes. oy 
[ — —— — * 


we ſeated himfelf by me, and with a ſtnile of -celef- 
charity this Beans en 
eit is with the higheſt fatisfaction, my dear fifter; 
_ £*T come to give you a rs wil — 
your virtue, as'you ed mine in ſtate of mor- 
ta boese ou Tnow 1 had fone inter- 
_ © vals of doubt, and nature mrunk at the entrance 
** of the gloomy, valley; the darkneſs was untried 
and impenetrable, But bow great was my ſur- 
** priſe,: hen. I foudd this momeptary night ſuc- 
© ceeded by an eternal noon } while my guardian 
__ *angeh with an aſpect of ineffable ſweetneſs, bid 
me follow him. Ne 
_ © x obeyed: i an, inſtant the earth was loſt to 
« my view. the ſun diminiſfled to a ſtar; innumer- 
able worlds were-paſt, with a ſpeed ſwifter than 
a morning ray: tlie gates bf heaven now 2 
eds, and at the angel's command rolled back on 
+ their-golden hinges: -. But what glories were. diſ- 
cloſed, no language on earth can deſeribe ! Om - 
nĩpotence and ini nĩte wiſdom ſeemed without li- 
4 mits here to have been exerted: Througꝭ inchant- 
©. ing groves, I traced the delicious borders, here 
the fountains of life pour aui their ftreams. Paſſing 
from one ſcene of wonderstoanothex; ardent to pay 
__*©* myihomage, I preſſed forward tothe ſacred thone. 
wre 1 at once beamed forth 
* on me. Loſt in ecſtaſy, I fell proſtrate before my 
_ ©* Sovereign; when, with accents'that breathed im- 
mortal joy and harmony, he bid me: riſe to per- 
A Raryy tiara was placed on my head, and a 
golden flute in my hand. 3 mingled with the 
g rand aſſembly, ten thoufand times ten thouſand, 
«: ranſomed from every language and tribe on earth. 
„Wh them 1 joined my grateful tribute to the 
„ grent Benefactor df markind, whoſe ſufferings 
% and death had given me acceptance, victory, and 
life. Erejoiged in God my Saviour; I triumphed: 
*in the beight of his cxaltation.; infinite majeſty, 
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« ſoftened by equal love, appeared in his form, the 

* brightneſs of the Divinity, the RT eqns the: 
1 21 have every anon 

ave made impre on n Pan neeping 

© imagination, being (a to give nu no 0- 

© ther-account of my ha E neſs. Be not im 3 

© of the afflitions of li The- whole your 

“ mortal duration is but a moment, to the future 


4 recompenoe· Ii you. live to the honour of-your - - 


% Maker; and the advantage of your companions on 
* earth, it will for ever heighten the ——_—_— of 2 
* your joy in the realms of light.?? 50 

Here, — ſoft melody, the pleaſing ſcene —_ 


njſhed. -L waked at the imaginary mukc, and found 


it bad leſt a calm and ſedate compoſure in my ſpul. 
Like a beam from heaven it diſperſed the gloom, 
and 1 . e e deſore . a 
e 8 Aen. * | 57 12 
Reaſon, religion, now I follow you]. 2 0 
Enough to nature and the grave are paid; 
Behold, the fair celeſtial ſcene's. diſplay*d.' 5 
1t appeared too regular for a natural — 
fancy; but I ſhall leave, that undetermĩned. Amidſt 
. ͤT'kK— pt increquilty as | 
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you. have deſcribed, hay: allayed. your rief, dd - - 


reſtored; the tranquillity of your, mind: but 1 am 
afraid you are. not — gay alter ne to excuſe * 
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is without your conſent if I am „and very 
much pleaſed with any of the tranmory vanities. 
of this world; which, I muſt en, have ſome pre- 
vailing charms for me, ſrom whoſe ſoft captivity 1 
cannot yet get fress... N 
was laſt night at a play, in which there wa tbe 
of 2 prineeſs well acted, and the ſentiments be - 
onging to the character were juſt and noble; yet! 
was not half ſo well pleaſed, as had often been be- 
fore with the fame repreſentation- I foon found” | 
the reaſon of my diſſatisfactĩon, and the difference 
between imitated and real greatneſs —— The Prin- 
ceſs Royal was at the play, and jaſt in my view. 
All that elegance” and dignity of thought the — 
ad deſeribed, brightened ber aſpect; every virtue 
was there ' conſpievous ; the gentle, the engaging 
ſmile, was beyond the reach of numbers: a thou- * 
| ſand nameleſs graces diſcovered the innate perſec . 
tions of her mind, and gave the charming: Princeſs. 
_ « diſtinction peculiar to cpnſicipus merit, and be- 
ron e 3 thie fort b me 
tend you a viſit before the ſpring rajreſt 
ſeaſon ef the n T am wilt to fee you . 
once more in this world; for l am not ſure we 
fall meet in the next, though I ſincerely defire it. 
Nothing will more contribute to my happineſs. than.. 
your converſation: I catch ſome emanation of your 
virtue, and am inſpired with new convictions of the 
vanity of the word; my reaſon gains ground, and 
my paſſions ſubſide. I may venture to look grave 
in * company ; but in my preſent modiſ way. 
af life, 1 -_ * ſo much as put on an air of 
thought and reflection, nor ſeem to have any thing. 
jn the earth to do, but to amuſe ate and the 
volatile beings I converſe with. You fee, if I was 
wifer than l really am, I ſhobld take ipaing tb con - 
ceal it, rather than be fingular and unfaſhionabbe- 
a ert the verſes F promiſes to procure for- 
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Doſt thou-the foul of all its force-difarm !- 46 5 
We bleſs ourehains, abhor our liberty, rer 
And yield the unconteſted prize to the. 
Whether we raſh-or calm defigns. purſue, 1 A 
Thine is the loriqus motive ſtill in view. e 
For: thee we h*the wide creation round, u 


Some blemiſh ni remains on mortal pride 
And crowding years ite airy boaſts geri de. 251 [ 
Triumphant beauty fits in Flavia's eyes; | 
But while we gaze, the trembling luſtre dies cl 
Hellair's completely form'd with ev'ry: prace,.. an 5 
A faultleſs ſhape, and an inchanting face a 
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Careleſs and free, in life's deluding bloom, 
While envious death threatens a haſty doom, 

Some gentle miſtreſs, full of love and truth, '- 
Shall ſoon lament the dear unrisabd youth. 

Thou lovely, fleeting, tranſitory thing, . 
From what immenſe perfection doſt thou ria A 5 
To what complete original return, We 
While we thy. ſhort appearance v vainl mourn.! | 
Howe'er our doating thoughts miftake the "oP 1 


n "ys. 9 


To certain bliſs, thine is a friendly ray 

That points the paffage to unelouded day. 
Ye heavenly forms, in all your pomp apyear;” 

And ſhew us what immortal beauties are, 

What life, 2 roſy. bloom your faces wear? 

Put on each lling grace, and conqu ring charm, > 

And all the ſoree of -mortaHove difarm, : | 

For ſtill our refileſs. thoughüe ahbe glorious ams. a0 
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But thou art no where-in perfection found: „ r 


In all his motions, each becoming air, of, n 5 
Greatneſs and native elegance appear; 


Howe'er ſeduc'd:by theſe. inferior flames: 
e aeNE Ls ak i 
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Eternal Excellence 1 tis only thee + 
We ſearch, th 


br 
Our eager with — po btn np 


Too thee, unknown, direct their endleſs conrfes:. | 
3 thee we-ſeck and love, for thee: we 


now*rful charm, t be ſoſt at — 2 
To thee thefe fighs, theſe tender vows. aſcend, 
Th! unſeen Divinity we till attend 
Siek of theſe fading toyn, our thoughts preſs on « OY 
bo ye untaſted, excellenee unknown. 


Whoſe g ies no fimilitude can bear. 3 
B-fore the dantng ſplendor of 2 
The pride of 3 ave cj pear e} * 


| This 1 hope is the hdr gt oy Wy RE 
its motions, though I am not yet fo wiſe as ou 
would have me, nor as I intend to be. But in 
whatever charadter you put mo, do ene 
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From Lyfender giving « rr. 
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The . 
yoo took Gene notice of whe 
whom you took fore 

| Lordſhip in my ins har — 
received again — 299" 
"OE I ONS 


Original of alt chat e fair, . - ++. \- _ 


obeyed, * | 
whatever reluRance I find to enter on this re- 
lation, of which-you- (voor e 
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had a young ſiſter about fifteen, of whom 1 was 
always ' exceeding fond; and now thought it my 
rt to ſee her as advaritagevuſly married as her 
birth and fortune required. ' After Thad ſpent ſome = 
time at home; 1 propoſed" ſeveraſ good matches for 
ber; every one df which ſhe obRinately +efuſed:*” * 
This gave me forne ſuſpicion” df my * valet, 'who 
appeared to be a haridſoine ybuſh about eightern. 
He had a charming voice, and ſung tou late, which 
he touched with ſarprifing ſkill-and/ſweetrefs. My 
fiſter loved muſic, and he was always ambitious of 
; entertaining her: There was no diu to di. 
cover her inclinations;' truth and nature wppeared 
in all her actions. But Palanty's conduct was paſt 
my penetration. However. I refolvee-to'part with 
— him to prevent my fifter's Infamy. As diſſolute 
ny and abandoned as my www manners bad been, 1 
| had the niceſt ſenſe of what would touch her repu- 
tation} With arreftleſy mind I was one da walking 
in my garden, and; turning with ſome prreipitation 
down à ſhady alley, 2 — Palanty rekding a 
paper; which, ſuddenly ſuat from Him," ep n- 
vinced me of my fiſter's foll y. TK 3 43 * 1 
I took the opportunity immediate ts difmile' 
him; and A- feſobred; ous — his . Knebs, 
intreating me not to 'expoſe a ſtranger in a foreign 
country; cone ſſintzꝭ the whole truth, that ſhe was 
an unhappy woman; the Cardinal of 3 — . 
niece, who, governed by the dictates of her affec- 
tion, had followed ine in that diſguiſe 2 
This ſhe told me with a face unſtaĩned with aroſy 
bluſn, or the leaſt 8 that modeſt diſur - 
der ſo natural ant} becoming ber ſex. My-confu- 
fion was much ꝑrrater than ers; aut yet one would 
not think me over»baſhſul, nor catremeh ſerupu- 
lous, with regard to my character Her ĩmpudence 
made me almoſt ſuſpect the truth of what.ſhe told 
me: but In not in an inquiũtive humoum and 
cared not what ſhe was if I had never been embar- 
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rm of novelty It. As, ſne 
9 me was a m L remem / 
ed _ had been without Xp a as. 


well 20 pimp. to many of my, criminal amours.;”” ' 
However, 28. I. wa now! wit out anxiety! for my 
f. lten, this.artfo! woman, by þ * 
on my eaſy temper to let her ſtny in W.. 
miiy tin ſhe on, find ſome other ſettlement, 8he. 
aid; and, in ſome moment of darkneſs, ſeduced 
me 7 TRE m ee . — — 
1. ot. gs for. „ preten ng 1ome. - 
her as a yalet;; mother and 
entirely ignorant; of the © difguiſe of, her 
Taye en 
mean time, my , ; 
| H. of. my tempeær for a reformation; of man- 
ners, was v e 16.6 ee 
 _ marriage. maps: ad' * to a Hou -_ 7 4 
Fea merit, and a very agreeable. ben, 1 
d the affair but coldly. and io mere com ä 
moſt iydulgent parent: till, hy frequent con- 
WM tion with this charming woman, ſne en 
me by all the ties of reaſon ad 
a —— 2 hay — — 
cere. a — 5 in the wo 
Her 1 was ſperkling and inoffenſive; de- 
85 A. 2. were eangers.to ber breaſt: : athou-,- 
fand-namelefs beauties appeared ĩn ani her conduct. | 
Till now I never knew the force: of. love; — — 
of the refined ſentiments that noble /paſſion 
le what gviltteſs joys did ihe hours paſs that e 
with my lovely menen $a 14 
"Bat. bat tongue dag e the. ahpuilh 1 felt 
criminal affair wit Palanty 1 |. was forced 
te vide „ for fear ſhe ſhould divulge the ſecret, 
in revenge, and ruin me with the e Cimene. 
Voutare 4 ftrang r, — Lord, to-tlieſe' vexations;; - 
Four whole has been governed by the rules. 
W ere reafils, Oh, may my work enemy 
nr ee, 


rn . 


"we 1 „ 0 i as 


the = 


{ - 


* 4 * 


r e 
\ * 0 


ber tongue, endeavoored to com oem eg J 
diftration w. 8. which ſhe fou 
vent had fill 
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imperious woman! Fear kept me a Baye td her ca-. 


rage of language ſhe had practiſed in her maſculine 
habit among her infefiors';/ nor duriſt Foffer to con- 
troul her expenſive l bein . fe th ——4 


her, till ſhe by net vor her and | 


now in. > (857 e EF 

But no — 5 could make 1 
ny marriage, let the event be what it would. 

The day was fet that Heaven, in Gmene, gave e 

the greateſt bleſſing of my life. Ide news" whh | 
ſoon ſpread, arid reached Palant A. *who prot 
cured a deaaly*fleeping draught,-and e . 
by thoſe about her, deſperately. owed | : 
ſlept her4aſt; leaving a paper ou ber toilet; with 
an account who ſhe was, and ber adventare with 85 
me. a | , 

This accident was ſoon told to my wother} who 
was loſt in ſorrow, till I aſſured 2 Palanty had . 
impoſed-on my ignorance by her habit untill a few 
months before I diſmiſſed her; and that by her ar- 
tifice, and not my own inctivatiod, had been in- 
ſnared into this misfortune.” As much a rake-as 1 - 
had been, T could not but have a ſecret” averſion to 
a woman of that diſſulute character. But the in- 
famy of this tragical event has juſtly fallen on me, 
ſince in all my other intrigues I had been the ſeducer, - 
and too often triumphed ir in the ſpoils of unguarded 
innocence. 

The ovlly Ciniene, to'whord 1 had been but two 
days married, inſtead of betraying 7 female 4 K 
neſs, with peace in her looks, a Hcy per 


. e- 
my thanghts: in ber 11 — and 3 
ruffled tempet I faw'the 'ptivilege of à ſpotleſs life 


and à mind unclouded with gnilt; free fram une 


refleQians on e 
of what was to coe. 
A The 


price, and forced: me to etdure alt the infolenice and 
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3 form- 
— thape 


0 — dell, N 


he "the 6 5 of wy pal. Gas hart 
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— * 6. work, they appear 


_ not. a + wonth. dnce my fofteſt wiſhes were 
a ene n the poſſ of the charming Cimene ; 
am yet- ſurrounded th the congratulations of my 
=O the happy occaſion; every wa r, — 
life ems. by. <qaipire 18 | 
ng ll aſk me, my Lord, why 4 
ukful in this artle of. earthly enjoyments? What 

is the n Where is the obftacle?, 
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3 It is guil is conſcigus guilt ! What was the 
0 ham xy firſt bold. tr for? Why did 
| - By n to the thickets to, 77. ; Why ſhelter 
; EX among | the trees of Ed at could make 
| . him fly tha 1 A 5 which innocent 

nature male 13 creation, bloonied afreſh, 


_ _ and the 3 rejoiced "Why is be fearful 
Saf Be renin. 4 Nin 
1 * ns ch * ch has - 

i ma ud teration me might an 
6 5 be within, for a without De Ham, 4 
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ſenſe ? The warbling 

lights dis ear; to chari 755 6 abe 
unfolds its Various beauties 

: - ambrofial fragrance bs ate” bins the 
is pet varvified by Se yp the.ſun. ſhines 
© original | nature ſtands dr 
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her primæval perfection ! The man is, in exact tem- 

— formed for immortality, and juſt warm 

from his great Creator s hands; whom, with 

wild amazement; now he flies, and ſeeks the covert 

of the waods for ſhelter. po ants HE 
„ that ſecret wound 


i 
5 
a 


This was all the effe& of 
that bleeds within! You will excuſe my dwelling ſo 
long on this melancholy theme, when I tell you it 
is ſome relief to that anguiſh which is a ſecret to all 
the world but your Lordſhip. I am well acquaint- - 
ed with your compaſſion and fidelity; and am go- 
ing to make a farther trial of them, by a relation 
which will ſurpriſe you. I will not exact your be- 
lief, nor enter into the reaſon and philoſophy of it: 
nor will I preſume to contradict it, ſhould you tell 
me I am diſtracted, that all I am going to diſcover 
is the effect of frenzy. As it was but a momentary 
appearance, I will aſſert nothing. But as | was in- 
dulging my melancholy temper, in the retreat of a 
ſummer-houſe, ſitting _ late in a penſive poſture, 
leaning on a table, a pale ſulphureous gleam of light 
appeared, that ſeemed to hover round a form reſem- 
blng Palanty's; who, with a rueful aſpe&, dreſſed 
in the habiliments of the dead, ſtood before me, 
and, with an air of unutterable anguiſh, laid this 
letter on the table by me, and immediately vaniſhed, 
1 ſhould think this no more than a dream, if the. 
paper had not been real. The dreadful contents are 
_ as follows: | | 22 5 


6 
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85 . To Lyſander. 
6 I Am now convinced, by a terrible demonſtra- 
1 2 tian, of thoſe truths | once denied. To m coft 
* 1 find, that hell is no poetic fiction, no enthufiaſtic 
** dream, nor pious fable of ſome mercenary prieſt. 
* This was the language of my impiety, when [- 
© followed you in an impudent diſguiſe; and, to 
*" ſupport my maſculine character, acted the Athe - 
_ | ridiculing all — till I was gi- 


— 


„tere -- 


* 


% 


1 5 
206 L E T- T ERS Part II. 
* ven up of Heaven to the ſtrongeſt deluſion, and 
« the moſt daring infidelity. 
Thus abandoned, I ſwallowed the deadly po- 
tion, with a full preſamption of mingling with 
_ ©*© my native duſt, and being inſenſible for ever. 
But the inſtant Death had cloſed my eyes, and 
laid his icy hand on my heart, a ſcene altogether _ 


ene and ſurpriſing opened before me, The juſt 


% unembodied ſoul, in the height of aſtoniſhment, 

would fain have ſhrunk back again into its late 
«©, warm habitation, from whence I had violently 
*© forced it. The attempt was vain ; the avenues 


* of mortal life were for ever ſhut, and I found my- 


« ſelf the derifion. of thoſe malignant ſpirits, who 
© had been my ſeducers to this unnatural fact. 
„What execrations did I not utter againſt my- 
* ſelf and them! I had indulged the rage, and prac- 
<< tiſed the language of hell in my mortal ftate; but 
«© here all was fruitleſs and unfeared; I wag the 
„ captive of thoſe infernal miniſters, who waited to 
% conduct me to the frontiers of eternal night. I 
_ © eaſt my eyes to the heavenly luminaries, and the 


„ full blazing ſun, whoſe light I was to loſe for 


* ever; | bid adieu to the fair creation, whoſe al -· 
* mighty Former I had denied; I caſt my eyes to 
* the ſparkling gates of bliſs, and, with infinite an- 
% guiſh, found them ſhut againſt me; and hurried. 
« fir thro' chaos and primeval darkneſs, (far from 
c the limits of celeſtial day,) I reached my defti- * 
ned habitation ; a diſmal region, waſte and wide, 
© of which no mortal can form a conception, nor 
find a name for half its terrors. ; : 
„ Oh! fly the paths that lead to thefe mournful 
©. abodes. As I have been, in my mortal ftate, the 
«+ inſtrument of hell to entice you to fin, your per- 
* dition would vaſtly aggravate my own-miſery ; 
© and I am ſuffered'to warn you, as the rich liber 
* tinc in the goſpel would have warned his bre- 
„ thren, that you come not to this place of tor- 


9 ment. | 


* 
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„ muſt no farther reveal the ſecrets of the deep 
t byt am commanded back to the ſeats of impene- 
* * ah and — — Fe. 
Palanty. 


| That this letter was left o on the table, writ in a 
character exaQly like Palanty's, is fact. Whether 
the reſt was real or imaginary, [ dare not decide, 


"MN our Lordſbip 5, &c. 
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LETTER XI. 


. the ſecond, To my <0 wn — —, from 


My Lord, 


You. are entirely at your liberty to reject the re- 
lation I ſent you. I never intended to make 
your belief in ghoſts and apparitions a teſt of your 
Chriſtianity. That ſtands on a more ſure founda- 
tion, and has all the evidence of reaſon and miracles 
to ſupport it. I am an inſtance of its divine power, 
by which 1 am transformed from the brutal to the 
human nature. I can now glory in that privilege [_ 
lately deſpiſed, and, without varity, claim the dig- 
nity of. a reaſonable creature. | 
My penitence was fincere, and found acceptance 
from Heaven. The ſacred illumination ſcatterecl 
the gloom of guilt and deſpair, while in gentle wbiſ- 
pers the Eternal Spirit breathed pardon, peace, and 
heaxenly benedictions to my ſoul; 1felt the power- 


ful influence, the flames of celeftial love were kind- 


led, 2 fears vaniſhe d like clouds before the morn- 
ing ſun. | 
0 All hail,” JI cricd, *©* ye unknown delights, ye 
” unexperienced pleaſures! Cempared to you, what 
are my 17 enjoyments ! W hat are all the amuſe- 
ment ſenſe 11 —— lived till now; L knew ' 

— | ; 
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no more than the name, the ſhadow of I 
_ ,* neſs; but now I wake to life, and tafte the joys 

of angels.” Me net: | 

T hope, my Lord, you will not think theſe the 
flights of imagination. You that have always be- 
lieved the articles of religion, and kept its bright 
rewards in view, can reflect on ſuch ſubjets more 
calmly; but to me theſe glorious traths are all no- 
velty and ſurpriſe. If a wretch from his infancy 
bad been kept in a gloomy dungeon, and juft deli- 
vered from the dark confinement, with what tran- 
iports would he ſalute the great luminaries of hea- 
ven while one that from his birth had been blefſed 
_ with their beams would meet them without emotion? 
Theſe important ſubjeqs —— my whole atten · 
tion; the creation wears new beauties; wherever 1 
caſt my eyes, I meet impreſſions of the Divinity; I 
trace his footſteps among the filver rills, and invoke 
him in the ſilent grove. You know my poetic hu- 
mour by too many loofe compoſures; but my muſe 
is now conſecrated, and in ſome ſylvan retreat often 
aſſiſts my evening devotion. Permit me, my Lord, 
to repeat my laſt invocation to the heavenly Pow r. 


Deſcend, celeſtial Spirit, from above, 
The uncreated ſource of light and love ! - 
Perpetual calms, and ſweet ſecurity, 
Concord, and graceful order, wait on thee; 
Decay, and death, thy quick'ning rays exclude, : 
And fpringing nature ſmiles, by thee reaew'd ; 
* Darkneſs, and wild confufion ſoon retire 
Before thy clear illuminating fire; | 
To gentle thoughts thou doft our boſoms move, 
And breath'f the ſoft melodious ſoul of love. 

O thou who'mad*ft the new creation — 7 
With active life, and quick ning virtue co 
Come. like the filent fall of evening-dews, 
* Whoſe moiſture all the flow*ry field renews ; 
Breathe on me like the ſweet Sabean gale, 
That fans with roſy wings the verdant dale; 
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Smooth as the gliding muſic, that controuls _ 
Each human care, and ſteals upon our ſouls; 
In triumph with the heav'nly train deſcend 

Of loves and graces, which on thee attend. 

In filent ſhades, by ſome clear fountain'”s fall, 
Thou oft haſt anſwer'd to a mortal's call; 

Oft in ſome artleſs cave, or humble cell, 

Thou with the ſons of men haſt deign'd to dwell, 
And left behind the high celeftial ſeats, 8 
To viſit mortals, in their low retreats. 

When holy vows thy kind deſcent invite, 

A Thou hear'ſt the gue whiſpers with delight; 
d While Nature tir'd her midnight-ſabbath keeps, 
And ev' ry thought, but pure devotion, ſleeps : 
The ſmiling ſtars rbll on, the dazzling moon 


«@ 3 


Tint > oe O 


1 In pomp advances to her filent noon; | | 
While thy ſweet voice, ſoft as the midnight-air, 
* Diſpels the gloom of ev'ry earthly care. 
2 Unfolding boundleſs proſpects of delight, 
: Before the piercing, intellectual fight. * 
1 Beneath the ſacred mount, by thee inſpir'd 
, The Hebrews glorious leader fat retir'd; 


The new -made world, and Eden's blooming pride, 
In various ſcenes before him lay deſcry'd. 
O princely ſwain, how dldſt thou then deſpiſe 
Th' Egyptian court, how worthleſs in thy eyes | 

What were the grandeurs of that royal ſcat, 
To the diſtinctions of thy preſent ſtate! -» 
While paradiſe, in all its charming views, 
For thee, the great creating voice renews; 
For thee, again, the morning ſtars rejoice ; 
Again, for thee they raife the tuneful voice: 
The ſons of God touch the melodious lyre, 
And all the wide creation join the choir. 
Lead me, propitious Spirit, lead me far, 

ere I no more the voice of man may hear: 
Yon charming viſions how you fire my ſoul, 
And ev'ry thought of earthly things controul ! 
Thro? what enchanting paths, what flow'ry ways, 
My fancy led, witb * freedom ſtrays! 
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_. ReveaPd the avenues of pleaſure lye, 
And open wide the chryſtal portals fly; 


Immortal beauty ſmiles, angelic powers, 
In Toft reſponſes, fing from roſy bowers - 


| Lou will not blame me, being got bere, if [ have 
no inclination to deſcend, But mortality will pre- 
_ vail. I fink to my native element again; where, as 
long as I am confined, believe me to be | 
Tlłͤnour Lordſhip's 
| Moſt obliged humble ſervant, 
Os  Lyſander, 


Part. II. 


LETTER XI. 


The ſequel | ths ren Roſella, in the laſt 7 
. Moral 
and Entertaining. 5 


| HEN I was in the weft, four years fince, I 
| wrote you word, that I had made an acquain- 
tance in a family who lived in a little retirement, at 
the foot of a hill, a few miles from my houſe. I 
then gave you an account of the piety and beauty 
of thoſe exemplary recluſes; and owned, that I had 
not at that time forgot the charms of Meliſſa: but 
I did not tell you, that they had made an impreſſion 
on me, which could never be eraſed by all the 
modiſh ſchemes of intereſt and alliances. Nor 
eould that darling (but miſtaken) notion of liberty 
hold me out againft the defire I had to call her mine, 
and make her ſo by the ſtrongeſt and happieſt ties, 
thoſe of marriage. I firuggled with my own heart, 
and would fain have terrified it by the laugh I ſhould 
raiſe among my acquaintance, when they heard that 
I. in the gayeſt bloom of life, and with four thou- 
ſand pounds a- year at my command, ſhould leave 


© 7 à 
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all the faſhionable maxims of mankind, and fall in 
love with a young woman, who had only beauty, 


and the ſanity of her manners, to recommend her. 
For though her birth is noble, ſhe has only three 


thouſand pounds, which I defign to preſent to Ho- 
noria her mother, the day after our marriage; which 


will be ſolemnized as ſoon as my lawyer can finiſh a 
deed, by which I give Meliſſa a thouſand pounds 
a- year rent-charge for her life, in cafe ſhe ſhould 
ſurvive me. | 2 BR 
Now I have told you my happineſs, I cannot hel 
making you uainted with Roſella's; who 
ſtory, you often {aid, touched you. I went to the 


. houſe of Honoria the day after I came hither, (for 


now it was my only bufineſs;) as ſoon as alighted, 
a clean footman, in a frock turned up with green, 
took my horſe. | expected from this to find an 
alteration in the family; for when I was there firſt, 
they had no livery-ſervant. As ſoon-as | came into 
the hall, I ſaw a beautiful young man, whoſe Gdreſs 
was entirely plain; his hair hung in natural curls 
without any powder, and his air and appearance 


ſeemed to ſuit with the fimplicity and elegance of 
the other inhabitants of that happy dwelling. Ro- 


ſella was fitting by a table, and had a boy of about 
fourteen months old in her Jap, roſy and ſmiling as 


a cherubim, who was playing with ſome flowers 


with which Meliſſa was going to dreſs a baſon. Ro- 


_ ſella immediately roſe; and, coming towards me, 
defired I would give her leave to preſent her huſ- 


band Alonzo to me. I was rejoiced at the ſound; 


and congratulated ber upon the change of her for- 


tune, in a manner that might convince her bow fin- 
cerely I ſhared in all that related to her. The love- 
ly Meliſſa ſeemed glad to ſee me, and ran to call 
Honoria with an obliging haſte. After a few com- 


pliments were over, I inquired what bad produced 


the alteration I ſaw. Honoria told me, that about 
two years and a half ago, Alonzo's father fell dan- 


| geroully ill, and that be expreſſed an ardent dess 
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to ſee his ſon: upon which his wife wrote to a ne- 
phew ſhe had in London, (who was the moſt inti- 
mate friend Alonzo had upen earth.) in hopes that 
he might poſſibly be acquainted with the place of 
his retreat; and begged of him, if he knew how 
to direct a letter, that he would write, and defire 
him to come and ſee his dying father. The nephew 
immediately diſpatched an expręſs to Alonzo, who 
was retired into a little village in Lancafhire, where 
he boarded in the houfe of. an old clergyman, who 
had no other family than himſelf and his wife, and 
who were glad to have Alonzo with them, as he 
appeared a modeſt, ſober young man; for their cir- 
cumſtances were too plentiful to want the advantage 
of a boarder. He immediately left the old people, 
and came home abort four days before the death of 
his father, who was tranſported at the fight of him, 
nor did he feel leſs joy, when his mother aſſured 
him, that Montanor (for that was his father's name) 
had for many months before his illneſs, lived a very 
penitent regular life. | | 
As ſoon as I heard of Alonzo's return, I wrote 
bim a letter, in which I defired to ſee him as ſoon 
as Montanor's funeral was over, but forbade him to 
come till that time. He complied with me in that 
_ requeſt, as he has ever fince done, in all that I de- 
fired of him. About fix weeks after, Roſella and 
be were married. I begged him to let me enjoy the 
compaty of my daughter while I lived in this ſoli- 
tary habitation; for 1 could not think of leaving 
it; and we have paſſed our time ever fince in the 
moſt perfect harmony. I cannot deny him the ju- 
ſtice of acknowledging to his face, that we are not 
only happier in our retirement than we were before, 
by the addition-of a cheerful companion, but edi- 
| fied and improved by the piety of his life. Alonzo 
_ ſeemed out of countenance at this part of her diſ- 
courſe; and the modeſty with which he rgceived it, 
_ ſhowed how much he deſerved the praiſe ſhe gave 
him. She continued to tell me, that about four 


| 

. 

4 
| 

| 

| 


* 


logy to you for the ſallies of my ſure, which 
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months aſter he married Roſella, he received a let- 
ter from the lawyer in the village where he had 
boarded, to let him know, that a few weeks ago 
the clergyman with whom he had lived, had buried 
his wife, and about a fortnight after fell himſelf ill 
of the ſame fever, and died; that he had by his 
will left Alonzo his eſtate, which was about a hun- 


dred and eighty pounds a- year, and two. thouſand 


pounds in money; which added to about two hun- 


dred and fifty pounds æ year, and ſome money which 


his father left him, makes their fortune very eaſy. 

Here Honoria ended her diſcourſe ; and it was ſo 
late, that they deſired me to ftay dinner. After 
which I aſked to ſpeak with her alone, and told 


her, I begged I might have leave to propoſe myſelf 
to Meliſſa, if her heart was not already engaged. 
Honoria afſured me it was not, and ſeemed furpri- 


ſed at a propoſal ſo much to Melifſa's advantage: 
but told me, ſhe begged I would endeavour to get 
Meliffa's conſent without her interpoſing her. au- 
thority ; fince ſhe could not reſolve, even in ſo ad- 


vantageous a thing, to force her inclination. When 
I named it to the young beauty, ſhe did not at firſt 


ſeem averſe to any thing but the leaving of her mo- 


ther, which the ſmallneſs of her houſe would oblige 


her to. But, after a few days, the nearneſs of my 


houſe reconciled her to that ſcruple, and I had the 
Joy to find, that inclination had a greater ſhare than 


intereſt in her compliance. Rejoice with me, Ly- 
ſander; my happineſs in your alliance will not end 


at my death; the converſation 1 ſhall now enjoy, 


will fit me for eternal rewards. I will make no a 


- 


will let me talk to you of nothing but my own af- 
Ein. Aden, * PL F 6 ae 


= 3 


* * 
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LETTER XII. 
. To Serena, 7 


5 My dear Serena, . 


: A I have always made you the confident of what- 


ever has related to me, I cannot help giving 
you an account of the pleaſure and pain occafioned 
by an acquaintance I have made with a young wo- 


man fince I came hither. She was only daughter 


toa man who had been formerly an officer in the 


_ Engliſh army: but quitted it in diſcontent, and 
eame hither with Semanthe his daughter, to treat 


with ſome people about a projet of working in 


- ſome mines, which are believed to have many large 


veins of filver in them. = | 
_ * Semanthe came to ſee me upon my arrival. I 


found ſo much wit and good-nature in her conver- 


ation, that we contracted 'a great intimacy, and 
were continually together. She had every qualifi- 
cation that could make her company entertaining ; 
ſhe ſung, played on the harpfichord, painted in wa- 


ter- colours, and had a ſurpriſing genius for poetry. 


Her ſentiments on all ſubjects ſeemed juſt and no- 


ble. I thought myſelf the happieſt perſon in the 


world, in finding a companion ſo inſtructive and 


775 275 „„ 
Bhe told me the ſtory of her paſt life; which, de- 

| ſcribed in her charming language, ſtill raiſed my 
"eſteem. In every occurrence I had the pleaſure to 
find ſhe practiſed the higheſt rules of juſtice and be - 


nevolence; and, though now in the early part of her 
life, ſhe was guided by the niceft rules of virtue. 


By a paſſion ſhe had for a perſon by whom ſhe was 


equally beloved, | was confirmed of the prudence 
o 


her conduct; I found that no partiality or ten- 

derneſs could tempt her to deviate from the ſevereſt 

principles of modeſty and bonour. 
| 7 COT 


* 


* / 
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I was not at reſt till I had poured out all the ſe» 
crets of my heart ta her; which I did without the. 
leaſt reſerve; and truſted her with a ſecret of the 

reateſt importance to my future tranquility.—— 
Bat what is human dependence! —— I found the 
inmoſt ſecrets of my ſoul betrayed by the perſon in 
whom | had ſo entirely confided. ——l knew not 
how to behave myſelf in this perplexity. I had 
too much compaſſion for my fallen friend; to give 
her the pain and confuſion of hearing my reproaches, 
and too much fincerity, to continue my intimacy 


C * 


with her: but, for my own ſecurity, I was forced 
1 to break off all further commerce with one of whoſe - 
t guilt | had the utmoſt certaintitm. 
. This is a very ſenfible affliction to me in a place 
n where I have fo few acquaintance, and am not in a 
temper to contract any new friendſhip. I could as 
[ ſoon have queſtioned my own exiſtence, as Seman- 
5 the's truth; and now, though I cannot acquit her, 
1 | am perpetually endeavourmyg to mitigate her crime. 
* I tell my heart, her error did not proceed from any 
malignity in her nature, but a too great confidence 
ut in ſome other ſriend; that ſhe, as well as, I; bad 
. been deceived, and only told my ſecrets where ſhe 
< thought ſhe might ſafely have truſted her own, .l am 
1 ready to melt into tears whenever I think of her, 
4 and find more compaſſion than anger on refle&ing 
on her conduct. Though I no longer converſe with 
5 her, it is more to make her ſenfible of her guilt, in 
7 betraying a truſt of importance, than to ſhew my 
o WW own reſentment. I ſhall be for ever intereſted in 
* her welfare; and if my prayers.have any force, ſhe 
r vill live to wear off every failing that can caſt a ble- 
e. miſh on a mind capable of arriving at as great a de- 
* gree of perfection as human nature is capable of. 
= I have wrote myſelf into too melancholy a hu- 
_ mour to ſay any more, but that 1 am | 1 
ſt | | 7 | * 
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